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       474 3009

Mrs Sheila Oliver

21st September 2009
Case Reference: 10766433
Dear Mrs Oliver
Re: 
Your complaint about alleged financial irregularities
Thank you for your email dated 11th September 2009 and for the further emails you have sent recently. I outline below my response to your complaint.
ISSUE

1. 
You have raised a complaint about financial irregularities; this concerns the illegal theft of public open space for financial gain. 
I have reviewed the emails you have forwarded me and discussed your complaint with the Council’s Legal Services team and FOI team. It appears that your concerns about financial irregularities relates to the questions asked in your letter dated to the Council 22nd March 2008 entitled “Harcourt Street – financial irregularities.”

In the Council’s substantive response dated 11th February 2009, you were informed that the Council did not consider that there had been any financial irregularities with regard to this scheme. Furthermore, in the letter sent to you dated 5th September, it was stated that the Audit Commission (the Council’s external auditors), has carefully considered your concerns and has specifically found that there is no action to take in this matter. The conclusions reached were that the Council has not done anything which they would need to challenge in relation to the issues that you have raised. It was stated that this finding was confirmed in the Audit Commission’s letter to you dated 29th May 2008. 
During my involvement in this case, I have asked you on a number of occasions to clarify the nature of your complaint or to meet with me to discuss the matter further. I note that you have not taken up the offer of a meeting and you have not specifically raised complaints which I can consider under the corporate complaints procedure. For example, in your email sent on 11th September 2009, you have asked for disclosure of “all financial documents requested immediately in line with the Council's fraud and irregularities policy”. As I have explained to you previously, it is not within my remit as a corporate complaints officer to provide disclosure of such records. 
DECISION

Under the circumstances, I have decided to suspend my investigation of your complaint as the matters you have raised are outside the remit of the corporate complaints procedure i.e. your complaint appears solely to be about the Council not disclosing details of financial irregularities in relation to the Harcourt Street School. As stated above, the Council has previously responded to your questions on this matter. 
I also understand that you have been informed that all your requests for information about Harcourt Street are considered to be vexatious under the FOI Act and that you have submitted a complaint about this matter to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). Until the ICO completes its investigation of your complaint there is nothing further I can add.   
However, if you wish to raise any complaints that you think fall within the corporate complaints procedure and not under the FOI legislation, please contact me within the next 10 days. I will consider your comments and will make a decision as to whether I can investigate any specific issues. If I decide not to investigate any issues you raise, I will advise you to contact the Local Government Ombudsman (LGO) should you be dissatisfied with my explanation (please note that the LGO might not investigate your complaint further if it considers your complaint relates solely to requests for information under the FOI legislation).
Please do let me know if you have any questions at this stage.

Yours sincerely

Anwar Majothi

Improvement & Performance Officer (Complaints)

E-mail: anwar.majothi@stockport.gov.uk
CC. 

FOI team


Legal Services team
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